Dun Coillich Archaeological Survey
Summary                                                                            
A survey of Dun Coillich was carried out for the Highland Perthshire Communities Land Trust between May 2004 and March 2005. It consisted of a walkover survey and a desk-based assessment. National Grid References have been recorded using a hand-held GPS. 
Forty-one separate sites, or possible sites, were found. These included field systems, shieling-huts and related structures, tracks, hut-circles, one rectangular building and four other structures. Details of sites are given on the accompanying list. 

Dun Coillich was purchased by the Highland Perthshire Communities Land Trust in 2002. It consists of 1100 acres of hill ground, immediately east of the John Muir Trust East Schiehallion property, and west of the B846 Aberfeldy to Tummel Bridge road. 

CANMORE (The National Monuments Record of Scotland) has two entries for Dun Coillich, for two hut-circles with overlying ‘shieling bothies’ and for field clearance cairns. The hut-circles and shieling-huts were identified but no trace of the field clearance cairns could be found. 

The 1st edition map shows Glengoulandie Farm, Whitebridge and the head-dyke, indicating that these date from before approximately 1857. ‘Glengoulindy’ features on 18th century maps by Cameron, Stobie and Roy. Two references to Glengoulandie, dating to 1667 and 1685, exist in the National Archives of Scotland. Aerial photographs held by RCAHMS show parts of the surviving field boundaries, as well as cultivation terraces in the NW corner of the 19th century head-dyke. 

The sites found indicate habitation and agricultural activity since prehistoric times. Most of the evidence for permanent occupation comes from the area to the east of Dun Coillich, on either side of the Allt Glengoulandie. Isolated shieling huts suggest that some of this ground may at times have been used just for seasonal grazing.

There is clear evidence for transhumance, or seasonal grazing, and possibly also for hunting, in the area to the south of Dun Coillich. No sites were recognised in the north west portion of the property, probably due to the denseness of the heather. The field clearance cairns recorded in CANMORE nevertheless suggest the presence of agricultural activity here as well.

The hut-circles indicate human occupation in late prehistoric times, from approximately 1500 BC to AD 500. The lack of field systems associated with these structures may be explained by the later banks.

The surviving field systems demonstrate agricultural activity in medieval or post-medieval times. The extent and layout of the banks suggests a planned, rather than haphazard, development. These systems definitely predate the 19th century head dyke.

The stone building, with its two nearby enclosures, may be contemporary with the field systems, but is possibly later.

The report also contains recommendations for further work and for the management of these sites, particularly in respect of works connected with the Woodland Grant Scheme, Rural Stewardship Scheme and the proposed Keltneyburn Hydro Power Scheme.

