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A survey of Dun Coillich was carried out for the Highland Perthshire Communities Land Trust between May 2004 and March 2005. It consisted of a walkover survey and a desk-based assessment.

The walkover survey took place in two stages: most of the ground was covered in May and June 2004. Return visits were made in January and February 2005. 

The sources used for the desk-based assessment include CANMORE, 1st and 2nd edition OS maps, 1:10000 OS map and aerial photographs held by RCAHMS.

Forty-one separate sites, or possible sites, were found. These included field systems, shieling-huts, tracks, hut-circles, one rectangular building and three other structures. Details of sites are given on the accompanying list.

National Grid References have been recorded using a hand-held GPS. It should be noted that the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland believes that such readings are consistently slightly inaccurate, with a trend too much to the southeast.

Dun Coillich

Dun Coillich was purchased by the Highland Perthshire Communities Land Trust in 2002. It consists of 1100 acres of hill ground, immediately east of the John Muir Trust East Schiehallion property, and west of the B846 Aberfeldy to Tummel Bridge road. It includes a small amount of improved ground inside the 19th century head dyke. The farmhouse of Glengoulandie, former sawmill, caravan site and deer park do not form part of the Trust’s property.

The ground varies in height between 290 and 572 metres. Much of the ground is steep; there are few flat areas. The western and northern sides of the hill are almost entirely covered in very dense heather; the southern and eastern slopes contain large areas of bracken, as well as coarse grasses and heather.

CANMORE

CANMORE (The National Monuments Record of Scotland) has two entries for Dun Coillich. NN75SE 5 describes two hut-circles with overlying ‘shieling bothies’, while NN75SE 10 records field clearance cairns. These entries were made in March 1975 and October 1974, respectively. The hut-circles and shieling-huts were identified but no trace of the field clearance cairns could be found. This is almost certainly attributable to the density and height of heather in that area.

Ordnance Survey and other Maps

The 1st edition map shows Glengoulandie Farm, Whitebridge and the head-dyke, indicating that these date from before approximately 1857. These features also appear on the 2nd edition map. The present 1:10000 map shows a sheep-fank at the location of the existing wooden one.

‘Glengoulindy’ features on Cameron’s map of 1770 and Stobie’s of 1783, while Roy’s map (1747-55) calls it ‘Glentown’.

Other Sources

Two documents from the Menzies papers, dating to 1667 and 1685, in the National Archives of Scotland include references to Glengoulandie. These documents have been found in the NAS catalogue but have not yet been examined. (NAS – GD 1/449/117; GD 1/449/292)

Air Photographs (Air photograph)

Aerial photographs held by RCAHMS show parts of the surviving field boundaries, as well as cultivation terraces in the NW corner of the 19th century head-dyke. These also extend above the east side of the B846, between it and the Wade road. (RCAHMS, Sortie 50488, Frame 194, 14.5.88, 1:24000, Lib C764) 

Types of Sites

Hut-circles (Sites 6, 18 & 19)

(Map 1- Hut-circles)

The two hut-circles, Sites 6 & 18, described in NN75SE 5 are only just recognisable; they lie to the north of the most northern part of Field System 8 (Site 8.1). A level oval platform with slight grassy banks may be the remains of another hut-circle, Site 19. It lies uphill and to the east of Field System 8. (Photograph 1)

Hut-circles are of prehistoric date, ranging approximately from 1500 BC to AD 500, and are often associated with field systems. They are also referred to as ‘round-houses’. They usually represent substantial dwellings, often prominently positioned.

Rectangular or oblong structures (Sites 20, 30, 31, 32 & 36)

(Map 2 – Field systems and structures)

Site 31 consists of a rectangular building, aligned north south, with internal measurements of approximately 9 by 3 metres. It has three walls of large, rough stones; the entrance is in the fourth wall, which survives as a stony bank. Two courses of stone work survive on the north side. Slight grassy banks and a flat platform suggest the presence of an annexe at the southwestern end. There has possibly also been a structure to the north of the building, between it and Site 30. (Photographs 2 & 3 & Sketch 1)

The construction method resembles that used in early 19th century farms on the north side of Loch Tay. It is possible that the stonework formed a foundation for turf walls.

Site 30 lies 18 metres to the east and is defined by three slightly curved stony banks. It measures approximately 7.2 by 5 metres and is aligned east west. No bank survives on the east side. A modern water pipe runs into the structure through a gap in the south wall and out through the open eastern end. It is possible that the east end has been damaged by the laying of the pipe. (Photograph 4 & Sketch 2)

Site 20 lies 69 metres uphill from site 31; it consists of a rectangular structure, aligned north – south, 13 by 4 metres, defined by stony banks. These are very clear on the east and south sides, but less distinct elsewhere. There is an obvious entrance in the long eastern bank. (Photograph 5 & Sketch 3)

It is possible that these two structures represent buildings with stone footings and turf walls. However, the nature of the banks and the dimensions suggest that these are more likely to be enclosures. The curved nature of the walls of site 30 may indicate that this is an older, medieval site which has been reused.

A fourth structure, Site 32, lies to the south, within a small field formed by banks 9.3 and 9.6. It consists of a small rectangular hut, 4.7 by 2.1 metres, defined by stony banks, aligned north – south, with an entrance in the east side. A gap in the north wall leads into the first of two annexes, 2.2 by 3.7 and 1.7 by 3.5 metres. It was most probably a turf structure, with stone footings. (Sketch 4) Its size suggests that it may be related to shieling activities.

Site 36 consists of three stony banks which define an open-ended rectangle, with a fourth bank at right angles to the short side of the rectangle. This structure lies close to the Allt Glengoulandie, in an area which may have been disturbed during the construction of a pond on land retained by Glengoulandie. It is also just below a bank and probable drainage ditch, Site 35(Photograph 6).

 Field systems (Sites 2, 8, 9, 10, 28, 29, 34 & 39)

(Map 2 Field systems and structures)

Seven sets of field boundaries were recorded. These may all be part of the same field system; however, they were given separate site numbers where there were no immediate links.

Site 8 consists of twenty-two linked boundaries, of varying lengths, forming an extensive system, with at least two areas of cultivation terraces. Bank 8.4 has a curious dogleg, followed by a gap. (Photographs 7, 8 & 9) Ten banks have been identified in site 9, and one in site 10. Bank 9.5, which runs below the 19th century head dyke, may link sites 8 and 9. It also continues southwards on ground belonging to Glengoulandie. (Photograph 10) 

A ruinous dry stone wall, site 34, lies immediately above the right bank of the Allt Glengoulandie; it is at a lower level than site 8, but may be part of the same system.

Site 28 lies above the left bank of the burn, on a small, sloping piece of ground between the gorge and the modern road. It comprises three linked banks, enclosing a curved triangle, with banks extending both uphill and downhill. Bank 28.2 appears to be on the same alignment as 8.7 on the other side of the burn. There is also a clear indication of a bank running uphill above the B846. (Photograph 11)

Another bank, site 29, on the left side of the burn runs diagonally from the top of the gorge, then turns sharply uphill. Its continuation above the modern road is clearly visible, running east – west to the north of a large stone enclosure or sheep-fank.  (Photograph 12)

The presence of another bank east of the burn is suggested by an east – west line of stone further south, within the 19th century head dyke. (Site 39)
A very short length of dry stone dyke, Site 2, survives just within the northern march of Dun Coillich, on Tom nan Sailean. It is most unlikely that it is related to the other banks.

The evidence indicates a substantial area of fields, some at least cultivated, on both sides of the Allt Glengoulandie, and extending onto the ground above the B846. The common alignment of banks 8.7 and 28.2 suggests that this is a planned system. The relationship of bank 9.5 to the 19th century head-dyke indicates that these banks pre-date the head-dyke. On the other hand, they do not appear to be related to the hut-circles, suggesting that they are of medieval or post-medieval date.

Shieling-huts and related structures (Sites 4, 5, 7, 11, 21, 22, 25, 26, 27 & 43)

Map 3 – Shieling huts and tracks

Three main groups of shieling-huts or related structures were found, as well as several other similar structures.

Site 11 comprises three rectangular and two circular huts near both the Allt Mhor and the East Schiehallion boundary. They are defined by stone walls set within turf banks; one hut has an internal partition. The construction method resembles that used in the shieling huts further up Glen Mhor, which are referred to in the 1769 survey of Lochtayside. (McArthur 1936, 63, 70; Thomas archive report) (Photograph 13)

Site 21 consists of one oval and six circular huts and two small enclosures on the southern slopes of Dun Coillich, at a height of approximately 430 metres. They are defined by slight turf banks; the oval hut is 4 by 4.5 metres, while the circular ones have a diameter of 2 to 3.5 metres. The enclosures consist of slight grassy banks in front of steep, rocky slopes. (Photographs 14 & 15)

These structures are very different from the shieling huts found in Glen Mhor. It is possible that they are much older, and not related to shieling activities. A supposed shieling hut on Ben Lawers proved on excavation to be a Mesolithic hunting camp, dating to approximately 800 BC.

A cluster of two rectangular and three circular huts, Site 22, lies slightly to the west, at a similar height. All are defined by turf walls. Two have been dug into the ground, with 22.4 attached to 22.3; the latter uses a natural rock outcrop for its south wall. (Photograph 16 & 17) These are similar to shieling huts in Ruighe nan Coireachan, on the northeast side of Schiehallion. (Thomas, archive report)

Similar structures were found on the eastern slopes of Dun Coillich. These were more scattered in nature, and included two (Site 26) on a small promontory with steep ground above and below; this does not appear to be typical shieling ground, unless the animals were goats. However, it has an excellent view down Glengoulandie and north towards Tomphubil. (Photograph 18) Slightly to the south, heather –covered banks suggest the presence of an oblong hut (Site 27).

Two circular structures, Sites 4 and 5, are the ‘shieling bothies’ referred to in the NMRS description of the hut-circles (NN75SE 5, Site 18). These are larger than those described above, with diameters of 5 to 6 metres. (Photograph 19)

Three small, poorly defined oval structures, Site 43, just above site 32, may also have been shieling huts.

Tracks (Sites 1, 14, 15, 16, 17 & 23)

Map 3 Shieling huts and tracks

Site 1 consists of an older version of the track marked on the 1:25000 map; it probably was an access route to the peat cuttings higher up. (Photograph 20) Similarly, the track up above the Allt Mhor (Site 16-‘Bridle Path’) almost certainly served the shielings in Glen Mhor. Further stretches of this track are visible higher up the glen, on JMT property. It was probably maintained in the 19th and early 20th centuries as a stalker’s path. (Photograph 21)

Sites 14, 15, 17, 23 and 33 comprise several stretches of ‘sunken ways’. These are almost certainly tracks used for access to higher pastures. Site 14 consists of two parallel lines, possibly indicating rebuilding or realignment of such a route. GUARD have found similar tracks near Rannoch. (Information from G. MacGregor) (Photograph 22, 23 & 24)

A short stretch of track just below Whitebridge is most probably part of the Wade road. (Photograph 25)

Discussion

The sites discussed above indicate habitation and agricultural activity since prehistoric times. Most of the evidence for permanent occupation comes from the area to the east of Dun Coillich, on either side of the Allt Glengoulandie. Isolated shieling huts suggest that some of this ground may at times have been used just for seasonal grazing.

There is clear evidence for transhumance, or seasonal grazing, and possibly also for hunting, in the area to the south of Dun Coillich. No sites were recognised in the north west portion of the property, probably due to the denseness of the heather. The field clearance cairns recorded in CANMORE nevertheless suggest the presence of agricultural activity here as well.

The hut-circles indicate human occupation in late prehistoric times, from approximately 1500 BC to AD 500. The lack of field systems associated with these structures may be explained by the later banks.

The surviving field systems demonstrate agricultural activity in medieval or post-medieval times. The extent and layout of the banks suggests a planned, rather than haphazard, development. These systems definitely predate the 19th century head dyke.

The stone building, with its two nearby enclosures, may be contemporary with the field systems, but is possibly later.

Further work

Map 2, Field systems and structures, has been prepared by plotting NGRs obtained by GPS at 1:5000. The plans of Sites 20, 30, 31 and 32 are only approximate sketches. 

Detailed plans, using, for example, a plane table, should be made of the following sites, in order to ensure adequate recording of these features:

	Site No.
	Site Type
	Scale
	Comments

	31
	Rectangular building
	1:100

1:200
	Detailed plan on its own & less detailed including site 30 to show relationship

	30
	Rectangular structure or enclosure
	1:200
	With 31

	20
	Rectangular structure or enclosure
	1:200
	

	32
	Rectangular structure with two annexes
	1:100

1:200
	Detailed plan on its own & less detailed including banks 9.3 & 9.6

	11
	Shieling huts
	1:200
	

	22
	Shieling huts
	1:200
	

	21
	Shieling huts?
	1:200
	

	26
	Shieling huts or lookout posts?
	1:200
	

	4
	Shieling hut
	1:200
	With site 5

	5
	Shieling hut
	1:200
	With site 4

	19
	Hut-circle?
	1:200
	

	8.4
	Field boundary
	1:200
	To show ‘dogleg’; including junctions with 8.2, 8.3, 8.7 & 8.5, 8.6.

	36
	Rectilinear structure near Allt Glengoulandie
	1:200
	

	14
	Track – sunken way ?
	1:500
	

	15
	    “             “        “  ?
	1:500
	

	17
	    “             “        “ ?
	1:500
	

	23
	    “             “        “ ?
	1:500
	

	33
	    “             “        “ ?
	1:500
	

	42
	Track – Wade Road?
	1:200 

or 1:500
	Scale will depend on area to be drawn


Recommendations for management of archaeology in areas designated for Woodland Grant Scheme and Rural Stewardship Scheme

(Maps 4 & 5)

The following sites should be marked with canes before commencement of any work which might damage them.

Woodland Grant Scheme

	Planting area
	Site No.
	Type of Site
	NGR

NN
	Comments

	BL 9
	17
	Path/track
	75476 53475 – 75492 53448
	Leave 10 metres either side

	
	
	Field clearance cairns?
	7556 5477

(NN75SE 10)
	Not recognised

	SP 1
	1
	Track
	76677 54108 –76591 54107
	Leave 10 metres either side

	BL 6
	26
	Two circular structures
	7710 5383
	Leave 10 metre gap around them

	
	27
	Oblong structure
	76849 53532
	Leave 10 metre around it

	BL 10
	21
	Shieling-huts
	7613 5314 – 7616 5319
	Leave 10 metre gap around group

	
	22
	Shieling-huts
	7599 5322 – 7600 5323
	Leave 10 metre gap around group

	
	23
	Path/track
	76240 52984
	Leave 10 metres either side

	
	25
	Shieling-hut?
	76257 53064
	Leave 10 metres around site

	BL 7
	20
	Rectangular structure
	76523 52920
	Leave 10 metres around site.

	
	31
	Rectangular building
	76547 

52849
	Leave 10 metres around combined sites 30 and 31

	
	30
	Rectangular structure
	76559

52862
	See 31

	
	8.14? 8.15, 8.16, 8.19 – 8.21
	Field system (part of)
	76718 53026 – 76441 52858
	Leave 10 metres either side of each bank or wall.

	
	19
	Hut-circle?
	76770 53293
	Leave 10 metres around site

	or SP 5?
	24
	Structure?
	76479 52882
	Leave 10 metres around site.

	BL 8
	9

9.1 – 9.10
	Field system
	76296 52781-

76626 52840
	Leave 10 metres either side of each bank or wall.

	
	10
	Field boundary
	76373 52367-76350 52357
	Leave 10 metres either side of bank.

	
	32
	Rectangular structure
	76310 

52708
	Leave 10 metres around structure and nearby field boundaries.

	
	43
	Shieling huts?
	76298 

52639
	Leave 10 metres around group.

	SP 2
	-----
	---------
	------
	

	SP 3
	-----
	---------
	------
	

	SP 4
	-----
	---------
	------
	

	SP 5
	-----
	---------
	------
	

	Natural Regeneration
	11
	Shieling huts
	76235

53416 –76311 53406
	No vehicles e.g. tractors, quad bikes. No dumping of material etc within 10 metres of group during construction of intake for proposed Hydro Scheme.

	
	14
	Track
	76030 52621 – 

75990 52680
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes

	
	15
	Track
	75974 52708 –

75945 

52748
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes

	
	16
	Track
	as marked on map
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes

	
	33
	Track
	76235 52363 –

76282 52332
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes

	Rural Stewardship Scheme
	2
	Dry stone dyke
	77102 54306 – 77121 54272
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes within 10 metres of dyke

	
	8.22
	Cultivation rigs
	7678 5300
	No vehicles, e.g. tractors, quad bikes

	
	36
	Rectilinear structure
	76715 52681 –

76705 52683
	No disturbance of banks 

	
	35
	Bank?
	76682 52751 –

76696

52701
	No disturbance.
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