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An archaeological survey 
of Dun Coillich was carried 
out between May 2004 and 
March 2005. It consisted of 
a walkover survey and a 
desk-based assessment. Na-
tional Grid References have 
been recorded using a 
hand-held GPS.  
 
Forty-one separate sites, or 
possible sites, were found. 
These included field sys-
tems, shieling-huts and re-
lated structures, tracks, hut-
circles, one rectangular 
building and four other 
structures.  
 
CANMORE (The National 
Monuments Record of 
Scotland) has two entries 
for Dun Coillich, for two 
hut-circles with overlying 
‘shieling bothies’ and for 
field clearance cairns. The 
hut-circles and shieling-
huts were identified but no 
trace of the field clearance 
cairns could be found.  
 
The 1st edition map shows 
Glengoulandie Farm, 
Whitebridge and the head-
dyke, indicating that these 
date from before circa 
1857. ‘Glengoulindy’ fea-
tures on 18th century maps 
by Cameron, Stobie and 
Roy. Two references to 

Glengoulandie, dating to 
1667 and 1685, exist in the 
National Archives of Scot-
land. Aerial photographs 
held by RCAHMS show 
parts of the surviving field 
boundaries, as well as culti-
vation terraces in the NW 
corner of the 19th century 
head-dyke.  
 
The sites found indicate 
habitation and agricultural 
activity since prehistoric 
times. Most of the evidence 
for permanent occupation 
comes from the area to the 
east of Dun Coillich, on 
either side of the Allt Glen-
goulandie. Isolated shieling 
huts suggest that some of 
this ground may at times 
have been used just for sea-
sonal grazing. 
 
There is clear evidence for 
transhumance, or seasonal 
grazing, and possibly also 
for hunting, in the area to 
the south of Dun Coillich. 
No sites were recognised in 
the north-west portion of 
the property, probably be-
cause of the denseness of 
the heather. The field clear-
ance cairns recorded in 
CANMORE nevertheless 
suggest the presence of ag-
ricultural activity here too. 
 

The hut-circles indicate hu-
man occupation in late pre-
historic times, from ap-
proximately 1500 BC to 
AD 500. The lack of field 
systems associated with 
these structures may be ex-
plained by the later banks. 
 
The surviving field systems 
demonstrate agricultural 
activity in medieval or 
post-medieval times. The 
extent and layout of the 
banks suggests a planned, 
rather than haphazard, de-
velopment. These systems 
definitely predate the 19th 
century head dyke. 
 
The stone building, with its 
two nearby enclosures, may 
be contemporary with the 
field systems, but is possi-
bly later. 
 
The report contains details 
of these sites, as well as 
recommendations for fur-
ther work and for the man-
agement of these sites, par-
ticularly in respect of works 
connected with the Wood-
land Grant Scheme, Rural 
Stewardship Scheme and 
the proposed Keltneyburn 
Hydro Power Scheme. 

 
Clare Thomas 
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A reasonable germination 
happened with all but the 
peas and beans.  For the first 
cultivation of the field for 
many years it was perhaps 
much more successful than 
expected, and thus promises 
some fine foodstuffs for 
birds this autumn and winter.   
As well as nectar for insects 
and arable habitat for native 
plants. 
 
On a fine summers day ear-
lier in August, I counted in 
excess of 60 butterflies over 
this crop.  No especially ex-
citing species but great to see 
the numbers.  They included 
Large White, Green Veined 
White, Peacock, Red Admi-
ral, Scotch Argus, and some 
Frittillaries that I did not 
manage to identify.   
 
Among the wild flowers just 
a short way across the burn 
was a great display of 
Devil’s Bit Scabious, com-
plete with butterflies and 
bumblebees.  

In our southern RSS area 
(erstwhile known as the ESA 
bit) near Glengoulandie, 
three scrapes covering in to-
tal about 200 sq m were con-
structed early this year.  This 
very dry summer has made it 
very difficult to determine 
whether we have got them 
right or to spot any changes 
yet occurring but teal and 
mallard have tested the wa-
ter, as have frogs and toads. 
There was a beautiful display 
of Marsh Marigolds earlier 
in the year, Ladies Smock a 
little later. Some controlled 
grazing is planned for late 
summer. We will evaluate 
next year whether we need 
do more, and, if so what, to 
increase the biodiversity of 
the scrape area.   
 
A sacrificial crop was 
planted covering about a half 
acre.  It was planted with 
oats, mustard, Phacelia (a 
native of California but good 
for insects), peas, beans, qui-
noa, red clover, and linseed 
(flax).  

 
Up near Whitebridge on the 
northern of our RSS areas, 
one of the special points of 
interest here this year has 
been the large numbers of 
Emperor Moth caterpillars 
seen.  Up to three inches 
long, green, with pink warts 
from which black hairs 
sprout. Sounds horrific but 
they are beautiful.  Also 
plenty of Fox Moth caterpil-
lars, black with small red 
stripes. A very common 
moth of the heather moors.   
 
Some manual cutting of 
bracken has been done in this 
area, but more will be 
needed.  Bracken is a grow-
ing problem, throughout Dun 
Coillich and one that will 
have to be addressed, espe-
cially where we want to en-
courage natural regeneration 
of trees and protect RSS ar-
eas. 
Any volunteers out there, for 
this or any other tasks???? 
 

Bill Hoare 

onto the ground and over the 
past two years several 
incursions have had to be 
dealt with.  
 
A new electric fence erected 
by our neighbour on 
Glengoulandie will help 
significantly to reduce the 
pressure from the east, 
mainly from wintering stags. 
 
We are also in touch with 
our neighbouring estates to 
the west and north, John 
Muir Trust and Glen Lyon 
Estate, to make sure there are 
no misunderstandings and, as 
far as possible, too ensure an 

agreed deer management 
programme is in place.  
 
The trustees have been in 
discussion with the Deer 
Commission for Scotland to 
facilitate this process. No 
form of land use can cause 
more problems between 
neighbours with differing 
objectives than deer control. 
The trustees are well aware 
of this and it forms a 
significant part of our 
discussions on the future 
management strategies on 
Dun Coillich. 
 

Innes Smith 

Deer control on Dun Coillich 
is an ongoing and important 
part of our management. 
Having removed the resident 
deer, mainly red, the trustees 
have agreed that, to allow 
regeneration and the planted 
trees to develop, a minimal 
number of deer can be 
to lera ted wi th in our 
boundaries.  
 
Although Dun Coillich is 
deer-fenced a significant 
amount of annual work is 
required to keep the ageing 
fence up to standard. Heavy 
snow and drifting are the 
main threats in allowing deer 
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“On a fine 
summers day in 
early August, I 

counted in excess 
of 60 butterflies  
over this crop”.   
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Map showing location of 
scrapes and part of RSS. Dark 
blue = scrapes; yellow = arable 
crop; hatched blue = part of 
RSS including wetland areas. 
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To the outsider, proposals for 
the building of a Hydro-
Electric Scheme on the Kelt-
neyburn may often seem as 
convoluted as the course of 
the Keltneyburn itself. How-
ever, they are now reaching a 
confluence, or outcome, with 
work on the ground due to 
start in 2006. HPCLT, which 
as one of the scheme’s five 
landlords, owns the section 
of the Allt Mor on the South 
West side of Dun Coillich 
from where the water will be 
extracted, including a few 
hundred metres of land for 
the initial section of pipe 
line. Consequently, under the 
HPCLT Articles of Associa-
tion members were balloted 
this summer for their agree-
ment both to co-operate with 
the scheme and to lease the 
land for an annual rental.  
They voted 76 in favour, 6 
against and 5 votes not cast, 
giving the clear constitu-
tional majority required. 
 

In what could be a substan-
tial contribution to renewable 
energy sources, the hydro 
scheme will have the poten-
tial to supply two megawatts 
to the National Grid, suffi-
cient electricity for some 
2000 average homes, as well 
as making its small contribu-
tion to the reduction of 
greenhouse gases.  A "run of 

the river" style scheme, it is 
designed to create ‘minimum 
disturbance’ to the burn and 
its surroundings, without 
flooding any land.  It will 
consist of a low level 
"letterbox style" weir across 
the Allt Mor which -- during 
periods of sufficient flow 
only -- will allow water to 
enter a buried pipeline, so 
feeding an underground 
powerhouse some 5000 me-
tres away close to the conflu-
ence of the Keltneyburn and 
River Lyon.  The Scottish 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (SEPA) will deter-
mine and monitor water ab-
straction to ensure that none 
takes place when flows are 
too low and that water levels 
will be maintained in the 
burn to satisfy all interests. 
 

A comprehensive environ-
mental statement containing 
surveys carried out by recog-
nised experts on birds, 
plants, fish, invertebrates, 
fauna, hydrology and sites of 
archaeological interest was 
sent to the Scottish Execu-
tive in November 2004.  At 
the present time, further re-
search is continuing with 
respect to impacts on both 
Fisheries and Visual Impact. 
The fish being studied, in 
both the Allt Mor and in its 
outflow in the river Lyon, 

are pearl mussels, lampreys, 
juvenile salmonids and 
brown trout.  The Visual Im-
pact study mainly concerns 
the Falls, where water levels 
are being measured to ensure 
that the scenic impact of the 
water falls is maintained af-
ter the scheme starts up.  As-
suming both of these studies 
are completed successfully, 
the scheme’s proponents 
hope that the whole amended 
and finalised environmental 
study will be subjected to 
one large, final meeting of 
interested parties before be-
ing submitted for Scottish 
Ministerial approval.  And 
asked how long that might 
take, my source quipped, "it 
depends.  How long is a...  
Politician?"   
 

Whilst these environmental 
surveys have been going on, 
HPCLT has been discussing 
the ‘Offer’ and ‘Lease’ docu-
ments with the other four 
potential landlords. Com-
plete agreement has now 
been reached to the satisfac-
tion of all parties so that the 
scheme could begin rapidly 
if/when it receives approval.  
The annual rental that the 
Trust would then receive will 
provide consistent support 
for its development and edu-
cational programmes.   
 

Philip Campbell/Paul Jarvis. 
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“Potential to 
supply 2 

megawatts to 
the National 

Grid, sufficient 
for 2000 
homes”.  �
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Introducing the HPCLT Trustees: 
 

At the AGM three stalwarts, who had been Trustees since the inaugural meeting in 2002, retired  - Ruth Atkinson, Marjorie Finlayson and 
Robin Hull.  The trust has been extremely well served by them. Ruth brought an intimate knowledge of Dun Coillich, having written the 
Environmental Statement for the original WGS, Marjorie brought extensive local knowledge, and Robin initiated the wild life surveys, probed 
into the history of Dun Coillich (culminating in Ravens over the Hill), and kept us in the public mind through his monthly page in Comment.  
 

The three new Trustees are Tim Fison, Clare Thomas and Philip Campbell.  Tim developed a fascination with wildlife as a vet in East Africa 
and currently is also the Chair of the SWT Aberfeldy Members Centre, Clare is well known as our local archaeologist and did an 
archaeological survey of Dun Coillich for the Trust last year, Philip has been a BBC broadcaster and journalist and is currently a secondary 
school teacher specialising in, among other subjects, Outdoor Education. 
 

Other trustees: 
Lynette Borradaile—Freelance environmental educationalist with life long interest and active involvement in conservation. 
Gordon Evans— Former corporate banker working out of City of London & Aberdeen.  Retired regular and Territorial Army Officer. 
Julie Gardiner—Ecologist, botanist and forester, life long active involvement in conservation and people politics. 
Bill Hoare—Ex submarine hunter, NATO planner, Facilities manager, long interest in conservation, education and rural issues. 
Paul Jarvis—Former Professor in Forestry & Natural Resources at Edinburgh University, life long interest in conservation. 
Marjorie Keddie –Retired physiotherapist, long-standing local connections, and concern with local issues. 
Hamish Nicholson—Retired doctor with interest in natural history, geology, human history, and archaeology amongst other things. 
Andrew Pointer—Runs a company providing walking holidays, actively involved in promoting public access. 
Innes Smith—Organic hill farmer and gardener, wildlife photographer with interest in wildlife and community politics. 
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During August, Eliot Palmer, 
Active Schools Coordinator 
for Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, 
and Jeanie Skoyles, Country-
side Ranger with Perth and 
Kinross Council made sepa-
rate visits to Dun Coillich.   
 

They were both enthusiastic 
about the possibilities for 
involving local schools and 
made a number of helpful 
suggestions.  A letter was 
sent to the Headteachers of 
five local primary schools to 
ask if they might be inter-
ested, for example in involv-
ing children in planting 
trees, but the only reply has 
been from Moira Menzies of 

Glen Lyon. 
  

Whilst exploring the hill on 
August 12th, unusual num-
bers of emperor moth cater-
pillars were seen on the 
heather, as well as plenty of 
fox moths and ermines. A 
sweet gale caterpillar was 
seen in May. 
  

On Sunday August 4th, a 
beautiful day, my wife and I 
went to search for bilberries 
on Dun Coillich but found 
more birds of prey than ber-
ries!  We were sitting on the 
vantage point just above the 
pinewood, hoping to see 
some painted ladies and red 

admirals passing through but 
only saw one or two pea-
cocks. However, we saw 
three ravens, four buzzards, 
two kestrels, two peregrines 
and finally an osprey!  We 
enjoyed a magnificent aerial 
display as these various spe-
cies interacted with each 
other against the blue sky. 
 

We soon hope to have some 
welcome boards in place to 
advertise to passers-by that 
folk are free to explore and 
enjoy the delights of Dun 
Coillich. 
 

Tim Fison 
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Limestone outcrop and base-rich flush - Hamish Nicholson One of the few surviving trees - Julie Gardiiner 
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To date some 300 species of 
plant have been recorded on 
Dun Coillich.  This does not 
include any fungi to date and 
anyone who wants to under-
take such a survey would be 
most welcome. 
 
Although 300 species is by 
no means a poor show, and 
almost certainly others re-
main to be added to the list 
there are many more species 
that could be found on the 
site with some sympathetic 
management. 
 
The arable crop has added a 
number of species to the site 

some planted and some oc-
curring naturally.  Whilst 
many of the arable crop spe-
cies are not native they do 
add extra habitat which as-
sists native insects and birds.  
Tilling the ground has also 
provided space for some na-
tive arable plants. 
 
In the medium to long-term 
there are discussions under-
way to manage the lower 
fields and encourage more 
diverse native wildflower 
meadows.  We may also cul-
tivate other arable areas to 
encourage wildlife. 
In addition as woodland es-
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tablishes on the hill a pleth-
ora of habitats will be cre-
ated encouraging more spe-
cies to utilise what will be a 
wooded oasis midst the often 
barren heather ‘desert’ that 
surrounds Dun Coillich and 
dominates the Highland 
Perthshire landscape. 
 
Of course we will also pro-
tect and enhance our wetland 
and natural grassland habi-
tats.  Anyone wanting to join 
in the plant hunting should 
contact Julie Gardiner on 
(01887) 829143 
 

Julie Gardiner 

Bill Hoare 


