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Website address: www.hpclt.org

One of the attractions of Dun get to know the ground - the WGS application by the
Caoillich that led to our acqui- topography, habitats, anc McAdams and Julie has done
sition was the enormous po- existing vegetation and to assessments for the FA on
tential for restoring native assess what we can expect i completed WGSs.

woodland onto a typical aree see developing through natu

of upland that had been rav ral regeneration of woodland This group, aided at times by
aged by over-grazing by from the seed sources alon Other trustees and members,

sheep, goats and deer. the burns. spent a number of days walk-
ing over the ground. The

The previous owners, the During that time a small modifications we proposed

McAdams, had already ar- group of the trustees has er comprised the following:

ranged a Woodland Granigaged in a series of meeting -

Scheme (WGS) with the For- with the FA in Perth to dis-
estry Commission (Forestry cuss the original WGS and
Authority, Perth), but no how, as community owners,
work had begun and, indeecwe might move forward.

right up to our takeover, the Our objective all along has .

land was still heavily grazed been to recreate as near a:
and browsed to the exten possible natural native
that trees were confined tc woodland within a reason-
the burn sides and the sma able period of time. In the

plantation of mature Scots event, the original WGS was .

pine. formally cancelled, but then
) formed the basis of a new
The entire area that we ac WGS without the need for us

quired was already deer-to go through the whole pro- .

fenced - to keep deerin. The cedure or to produce a nev

land had been used as a holt Enyironmental Statement. Ir

ing area of red deer for the essence, we were encourage
Glengoulandie deer farm anc tg put forward a set of modi-
also for stalking. As a result fications to the original WGS

the browsing had been evel that would form the basis for
more severe than that on th discussion and a new con

nearby slopes of Schiehal trgct.
lion, such that the corre-
sponding clumps of willow The group entrusted with this

reduction in the total area
to be planted to 107 ha of
predominantly broadleaves
and 64 ha of predominantly
Caledonian Scots pine,
corresponding enlargement
of unplanted areas includ-
ing wetland, in the vicinity
of the limestone outcrops,
and all land over 500 m
increase in the areas of
likely natural regeneration
(to 32 ha along the Allt
Mor)

increase in low density
planting

a wider range of native
broad-leaved species (10
main species acceptable,
depending on soils and alti-
tude)

- reduced stocking density

for the areas of predomi-
nantly Scots pine.

there, (that each has its owi comprised Innes Smith, Rutf 1,00 proposals were agreed

pair of willow warblers), had Atkinson, Andrew Pointer

' by the Board of Trustees,

been reduced to dead stick Julie Gardiner and Paul Jar together with a revised map

on Dun Caoillich.

fortunate in that Ruth con-
Our initial priority over the triputed to the original Envi-
past two years has been t ronmental Statement for the

vis. We were particularly j,"Auqust and a further re-

vised map in November last
year (see enclosed Map 1).



The FA accepted these pro vey the vegetation on the whilst ensuring that the ma-
posals and we signed a cor open FE ground around Loct jority of trees survive. This
tract with them in March this Kinardochy. in turn will ensure that we do
year. We have five years ir not have to repay grants to
which to complete the We have met with one con-the FC at the end of the con-
scheme. tractor and hope to start wit tract and will ensure a viable

ground preparation work in young woodland.
We now have to find a con- the north-west of our ground

tractor for the ground prepa- in September this year. It isIn time the wood will de-

ration, including mounding desirable to leave mounds tcvelop with the adult trees
and control of bracken, anc settle for a while, especially providing seed for natural
for the supply of planting where there is heather, buregeneration. The result
stock of appropriate prove- we hope to be able to begir should be a dynamic wood
nance. We have been gettin some planting with volun- with diverse natural species
help on this from Hamish teers in some areas soon a and ground flora intermin-

Murray, on the staff of Char- ter. gled with open heather moor,
lie Taylor (District Manager wetlands, species-rich grass-
of Forest Enterprise, Tayside The contractors are as kee |and, limestone outcrops and
Forest District, Dunkeld) and &S We are to ensure minimun rocky crags. A haven for a
as aquid pro quofor this disturbance to the grouncrange of wildlife and a ref-

help we have agreed to surand minimal visual impact yge for human visitors.

“The creation of
three shallow
ponds will add

. When the land of Dun Coil- nounced that all ESA agreer . Management of species
another habitat to e purchased by thements were to be rolled ovel rich grasslgnd for 8 ha.p
the wetland community, part of the into the RSS (Rural Steward- . Management of wetland
area ” ground was subject to anship Scheme). Normally this for 2.5 ha.
T ESA (Environmentally Sen- is a competitive scheme (i.e. . uUnharvested crops
sitive Area) agreement-anthere is a limited pot of jnh 0.5 ha.
environmental scheme tomoney and over- . Creation of 3 shallow
maintain species and habitatssubscription by applicants) nonds totalling 700 sq m.
and create new ones. but it was announced that olc

_ ESA scheme applicants The unharvested crop ele-
In total 8 ha of herb-rich pas-would receive favourable ment involves ploughing and

ture and 2.5 ha of wetlandtreatment. sowing 0.5 ha each year with
were involved and the trus- a wild-bird friendly crop.
tees agreed to take on theThe trustees agreed to pro The mix will include oats,
management agreements oteed with an application to mystard, rape and clover and
these two areas. Annualjoin the new RSS and thisjs designed to encourage
management targets were nohas been done. Official ac- geeq eating birds.

too difficult to achieve, ceptance, or otherwise, will

namely to exclude grazing be confirmed in the next few The creation of three shallow
on both areas throughout themonths but we are hopeful 0" honds, or scrapes, will add
summer months (to allow the securing sympathetic man- gnother habitat to the wet-
native species to flower andagement agreements of thes |gnd area and will encourage
flourish) and to introduce sensitive areas. If accepte 5 variety of waders, ducks
some limited grazing in the the agreement will last for 10 3ng pond-loving wildlife.
autumn (to graze off rank yrs with a mid-term break to

vegetation). Managementallow for adjustments. It is hoped, over time, to
grants of around £1200 pa consider building a hide near
were paid by the Departmentin our application to join the the ponds to make observa-
of Agriculture for this agree- new RSS we have expande tion easier. See inset map

, , ment. the areas under managemel gng large enclosed map for
Map showing location of pro- agreements and the total ai detajls.
posed scrapes and part of RS, the |ast year it was an-eas proposed are as follows: Innes Smith

see large map for more details.



One of the first things we will be planted to entice Osprey
wanted to do with Dun Coil- birds such a Sedge Warblers Ousel, Ring
lich when we acquired it two Grebes and wading birds Owl, Short-eared

years ago was to record spe back to the land.
cies of living things on the
property. Some of us have
been working on plants, oth-
ers on beetles & other in-
sects, and some on birds.

them. Some birds of coursetay, PH9 OPG
are extremely common [one
gets very tired of counting
Meadow Pipits!] some such
as Ring Ousels, Eagles an Blackbird

How can you help? Visit
Dun Coillich and make a list
of birds that you see, noting
when and where you see¢
them so that we can continu
To date we have recorded 7.ally update our data bank.
bird species on, or near to We will be delighted to help
Dun Caoillich, We have col- with maps and forms for re-
lected this data from people cording not just birds but
walking over the property mammals, butterflies, plants
who have recorded number:or anything else you see
of each species and wher Send these reports to Robil
and when they observecHull West Carnliath, Strath-

Owl, Tawny
Oystercatcher
Peregrine
Pigeon, Wood
Pipit, Meadow
Raven

Redpoll
Redwing

Robin
Sandpiper, Common
Siskin

Skylark

Snipe

Sparrow, House
Sparrowhawk
Starling

Below there is a list of the Stonechat
bird species observed so far: Swallow

Swan, Whooper

Hen Harriers are seldom Blackcock _?(‘;Vglt
seen. Bullfinch _
Bullfinch Thrush, Mistle

Though the total of 74 spe- Bunting, Reed

Thrush, Song

cies is quite a good one fol Bunting, Snow Tit, Blue
the comparatively small aree Buzzard T!t. Coal
[1100 acres, or 418ha] We ~poffinch Tit, Great
have accounts from many -, carrion Treecreeper
people such as landowners Crow, Hooded Twite _
farmers and gamekeeper ~ koo Wagtail, Grey
who have known the land in |\ jew Wagtail, Pied
the past of many species the Dipper W:r:]lrbler, Willow
i i . Wheatear
we no longer see. Birds like Diver, Black throated noa
Yellowhammers and Grey 5 nnock Whinchat

Partridge used to be commol

.~ Eagle, Golden
on the Dun and Capercaillie Fie?dfare Woodcock
Wren
and even Corncrakes wert Flycatcher, Spotted Robin Hul
present in the past. Goldcrest obin Hu

We want to try to restore Goldfinch

habitats that have been los Goosander

due to previous deforestatior Goose Pink-footed
and later overgrazing, which Greenfinch

has discouraged natural re Greylag
generation, in order to in- Grouse, Red
crease the likelihood of the Gull, Black-headed
return of birds formerly com- Gull, Common

monplace but which are now Gull, Lesser Blackback
not seen. Harrier, Hen

) ] Heron
One way in which we may jackdaw

be able to encourage specie jay

is by the development of ex- kestrel

isting marshland. It is Linnet
planned to excavate a shal mallard

low pond with surrounding Martin, House
mud banks on which reeds Mmartin, Sand

Woodpecker, Gt. Spotted

H Beryl Coope and lan §
M Riddle both retired ap
il members of the HPCLE
H Trustees at the AGM hef
Hon the 27th March 2008
 Beryl will however continud
to act as treasurer. :
M would like to express o
ll thanks to both for the ting
§and energy they hay
 devoted  both as Trusteg
d and in the period before tig
W Trust was formed. :
M We would also like tg
 welcome the new trusted:
M Lynette Borradaile, Gordog
M Evans and Marjorie Keddid

“To date we
have recorded
74 bird species
on, or near to,
Dun Coilllich”.
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On 10" March 2003, a dead tion confirmed that all the near to where dogs were

rabbit was discovered onrabbits and one buzzarcwalked and children roamed.

Dun Caoillich. Investigation showed traces of Carbofuran As at the end of April, noth-

revealed that the carcase ha ing more has been found.

been smeared with the poi With the remaining buzzard,

son Carbofuran, presumablywe only found the head, Sadly, no arrests have been

in order to kill wildlife that which not surprisingly did made either, but evidence is

might feed on the carcase. not test positive, but it too hard to come by. My thanks
was almost certainly killed to those who helped, but |

Predators could include buz by the poison. Whatever hac would ask anyone and every- (

zards, foxes, stoats and man eaten the buzzard was als one walking on Dun Coillich

other animals and birds. The then at risk. and elsewhere to be espe- # # "

police were called in, and cially alert to this sort of

searches organised usin it is difficult to understand criminal activity and to re- # )

mainly Trust members. Over the motives behind the plac- port suspicious activity to the

the next few days, threeing of these baits, as they police. However do not

more similarly treated rabbits were placed such they wer¢ handle any suspected bait as

were found, and two deac fairly easily spotted and, it can be fatal to humans too.

buzzards. Forensic examina more worryingly, some were Bill Hoare

& #

Map 2 (enclosed) shows the kindly offered to install two defined paths on Dun
location of the proposed cai new kissing gates on the DC Coillich, but with good boots
park just north of the sawmill FC march. These are e’ it's possible to walk anywhere
at Glengoulandie. A second pected to be in place in earlon the hill, peat hags and
application for funding has summer 2004. After consul crags aside.

recently been submitted. Intations with the JMT and the
the meantime, it's possible ta local Schiehallion Group, the
park on the other side of the gate at the north end of th
road across from the existinc DC/JMT march is expectel
gate, and on the road besid to be re-instated (or move
the gate at Whitebridge. It is farther from Braes of Foss
also possible to use the car later in the summer.

park just south of the Schie-
hallion road junction, at the
Tomphubil Lime Kiln, and at
the Forestry Commission
access road.

The most direct route to the
summit is from the gate just
up from Glengoulandie.
Cross at the ford (easy unless
the burn is high) and make
your way up the hill. From the
summit you can retrace your
Until the carpark is con-steps, or keep westwards to
structed, we should all us return by Allt Mér, or head
our common sense to painorth to the overgrown track
safely and considerately fowhich comes down at
other road users. Apart fror Whitebridge. Enjoy the hill -
To facilitate easier accessthe rough pony-track up thit's yours.

from the north, the FC have Allt Mo6r, there are no clearly Andrew Pointer




MAP 1: WOODLAND GRANT SCHEME



MAP 2: ACCESS POINTS AND RSS SCHEME



