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One of the aims of the 
Trust is to engage chil-
dren, particularly of pri-
mary school age, in the 
Dun Coillich project.  
Kinloch Rannoch was in-
volved earlier, but Ken-
more has been more in-
volved lately. 
 
In Jan 06, 18 children 
from P5/6 at Kenmore did 
some tree planting on the 
Schiehallion side where 
the contractor had left an 
area. After a demonstra-
tion, the children were di-
vided into small groups 
and given random selec-
tions of seedlings. They 
took turns to put them into 
the mounds using trowels. 
This was followed by 
some games and a picnic 
lunch. Everyone, children 
and adults, really enjoyed 
the occasion. 
 
In May 07, there was a 
further visit by children 
from Kenmore. This time 
they camped for a night at 
Glengoulandie Country 
Park. During the after-
noon, a simple orienteer-
ing exercise was organ-
ised by Lorna MacGregor, 
the local outdoor activities 
teacher. Teams of children 

had to find and follow a 
course of marker flags 
around the pinewood. 
Teachers and Dun Coil-
lich trustees acted as mar-
shals. This proved very 
successful and, hopefully, 
will be repeated. 
 
Robin Hull talked about 
the birds they might see 
on Dun Coillich and then 
off on a walk up through 
the deer field and along 
the path above the Allt 
Mhor.  Trustees and a 
teacher encouraged them 
and helped identify any-
thing of interest. A small 
exercise in counting re-
generating trees was also 
carried out. In spite of 
damp weather, spirits 
were high and fun was 
had. 
 
During early 2006, stu-
dents from Breadalbane 
Academy  land-based 
studies course came sev-
eral times to plant trees.
This promising link sadly 
ended because the course 
stopped.  However, we are 
always keen to develop 
new links, and remain 
hopeful for the future. 
 
Tim Fison 
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Yes, but not the tree-
eating sort. On what was 
one of the few days with 
decent weather in June, 17 
members of the 17th 
Perthshire (Aberfeldy) 
colony of cub scouts, bet-
ter known as beavers, en-
joyed an early evening on 
Dun Coillich. Ably and 
enthusiastically led by Ra-
chel Loudon and Roger 
Holmes. 
 
All the youngsters en-
joyed themselves, learnt a 
few things, and made 
themselves useful.  They 
planted a few trees and 
promised to return to see 
them grow. They looked 
at assorted mini creatures 
dipped from the burn and 
nearby ponds. I envy their 
very sharp eyes.  
 
Some of the children 
climbed part way up the 
hill to the old Scots pine-
wood to collect a little 
kindling for a bonfire over 
which hotdogs were later 
heated and rapidly eaten. 
A few wet feet did noth-
ing to dampen their keen-
ness; they all wanted to 
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Who did not enjoy 
Kenneth Grahame's Wind 
in the Willows as a child? 
The hero of that tale, 
'Ratty', is alive and well 
and living on Dun 
Coillich. Of course he isn't 
a rat at all; his real name 
is water vole or, if you 
must be posh, Arvicola 
terrestris.  
 
Water voles are now 
extremely scarce in 
Britain, and are Britain’s 
fastest  disappearing 
mammal. Well meaning 
but misguided animal 
rights folk released mink, 
bred for the fur industry, 

into the wild. These mink 
predated on 'Ratty' to such 
an extent that from being 
common company for 
fishermen of the 1960s 
and 70s, the species has 
become very rare. 
Unsurprisingly, 'Ratty' 
lives by the water, 
especially near  the slow 
moving streams and 
canals of the south.  
 
A small proportion of 
water voles at some time 
quite unexpectedly took to 
the mountains. It is this 
group which gives hope 
for the return of the 
species. Mink, which are 

now themselves largely 
eradicated, do not favour 
living in the hills and so 
the mountain water voles 
have survived unmolested.  
That is why we are lucky 
on Dun Coillich to have 
our own colony of these 
attractive and delightful 
creatures. It makes the 
slow patient work of 
conservation worthwhile 
in that a creature which 
h a s  s o  d e l i g h t e d 
generations of children 
should be making a 
comeback in our little bit 
of Scotland.  
Robin Hull 
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ple of wild flowers includ-
ing the beautiful hearts-
ease.  Rachel and Roger 
took the opportunity to 
introduce a new recruit to 
the troop, a nice ceremony 
with one of the senior 
members doing the intro-
duction. What a pleasant 
way to involve youngsters 
in the taking of responsi-

“have a go” at everything 
on offer.   
 
There were quieter mo-
ments too. Their gentle 
handling of a very coop-
erative slow-worm, a 
stranger to some but 
quickly recognised as a 
legless lizard by others. 
Magnified views of a cou-

bility.  For some, their ac-
tivities on Dun Coillich 
resulted in the award of 
various badges. A good 
day, enjoyed by the 
“beavers”, their leaders, & 
their guides Tim, Russell, 
and myself. 
 
Bill Hoare. 
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“Though scarce in 
the UK ’Ratty’ is 
alive and well and 

living on Dun 
Coillich”.   
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In August 2005 a sub-
committee was set up to 
explore the possibility of 
building a bird hide on 
Dun Coillich.  When suffi-
cient funds became avail-
able the idea was to try to 
create a facility which 
combined an observation 
room overlooking the 
scrapes and an informa-
tion centre with educa-
tional material on geol-
ogy, archaeology, history 
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and natural history on 
Dun Coillich. 
 
Funding for the Observa-
tion and Educational Fa-
cility (OEF) has now been 
secured and recently the 
OEF has been erected on 
site, and a wheelchair 
friendly path has been 
created between the car 
park and the OEF. 
 
There is still work to do 

on the OEF itself and on 
landscaping around the 
building to be planned 
and implemented.  Infor-
mation sheets on archae-
ology, geology, and many 
aspects of natural history 
of Duin Coillich have 
been laminated and will 
be on display. 
 
We hope to have the OEF 
fully operational soon. 
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Drivers along the B 846 
on their way to and from 
Tummel Bridge last win-
ter will have seen a JCB 
working on the lowest, 
marshiest part of DC. We 
were making scrapes, the 
term used for shallow 
ponds with muddy 
beaches which drain in 
summer to form a first 
class restaurant for birds, 
particularly wading birds 
who feed on the countless 
invertebrates in the mud.  
 
Initially we had trouble 
with levels but at a second 
attempt we had four ponds 
of varying depth. These 
were flooded by diverting 
the Goulandie burn which 
carried hosts of inverte-
brates; freshwater shrimp, 
water boatmen mayfly, 
caddis fly, and beetle and 
dragonfly larvae into the 
interconnecting ponds. In 

summer dragonfly larvae, 
those beautiful monster 
carnivores, crawl from the 
scrapes and emerge on 
grass stems to dry their 
wings before joining may-
fly and damsel flies on 
their maiden flights.  
 
We may have got some 
wee trout too, but we don't 
really want them for they 
eat the creatures that we 
want to attract the birds. 
Last spring the scrapes 
were full of mating toads; 
sadly, late frosts destroyed 
their spawn, but another 
year we should be luckier.  
 
Invertebrates attract birds. 
We have common sandpi-
pers, snipe, curlew and 
occasional lapwing among 
waders and hope to attract 
redshank. We have 
planted Phragmites, a tall 
reed beloved of reed bun-

ting and sedge warbler, in 
the hope that one day we 
may attract a bearded tit to 
the banquet. This habitat 
is good for crakes. We 
might well tempt water 
rail and (who knows?) 
even the corncrake that, 
within living memory, 
rasped his monotonous 
call from these marshes.  
 
Other birds such as gulls, 
dippers, wagtails, warblers 
and finches are attracted 
by the plants around the 
scrapes and they in turn 
attract cuckoos and rap-
tors. Overhead, swallows, 
martins, and  screaming 
swifts may swell the list. 
With patience you may 
see 20-30 species on a 
good day including, if you 
are very lucky, golden ea-
gle, peregrine and hen har-
rier. 
Robin Hull 
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An abundance 
of Invertebrates 
creates a first 

class restaurant 
for birds �
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There have now been several 
years during which grazing 
and browsing by large mam-
mals has been minimal; this 
has enabled many plants to 
flower profusely so that 
some areas of the hill have 
been spectacularly colourful.  
 
Some of the earliest patches 
of bright yellow were pro-
vided by the broom bushes 
(Cytisus scoparium), which 
is common but has not previ-
ously flowered to the same 
extent because it has been 
browsed by hungry deer. An-
other related but smaller yel-
low-flowered shrub is the 
petty whin (Genista anglica) 
which is encountered occa-
sionally while walking on 
the hill .  
Look out for the sheets of 

rich reddish-purple of the 
bell heather (Erica cinerea) 
and the smaller patches of 
the paler mauve cross-leaved 
heath (Erica tetralix) which 
grows in wetter areas. In Au-
gust, heather itself (Calluna 
vulgaris)   comes into flower 
and walking through it is a 
sweet-scented experience.  
 
There are also sheets of blue-
berry (Vaccinium myrtillus), 
particularly at the top of the 
old pine plantation on the 
east side of the hill. The pink 
bell-like flowers are less ob-
vious but have now devel-
oped into the delicious, and 
very staining, blue-purple 
berries.  
 
Also edible, especially when 
made into jam, are the bright 

red fruits of the related cow-
berry, or lingon – the Scandi-
navian name (Vaccinium vi-
tis-idaea). 
 
Earlier in the year the bog 
asphodel (Narthecium ossi-
fragum - a member of the 
lily family) carpeted parts of 
the hill in yellow, as did the 
yellow saxifrage (Saxifraga 
aizoides) along the sides of 
the burns.  Other delights 
were the blue flowers of the 
butterwort (Pinguicula vul-
garis), also in wetter places. 
Perhaps the richest areas for 
wild flowers are the lime-
stone outcrops. Go and ex-
plore them for yourself! 
 
Margaret Jarvis 
 
 

Butterwort, one of 
many flowers on 

Dun Coillich 
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Coillich.  
In preparation for mounding 
on the south and east sides of 
Dun Beag, approximately 30 
hectares of bracken were 
sprayed during the late 
summer of 2006, and about 
35 hectares were mounded 
during mid winter  and  
48,000 additional trees were 
planted in Spring 07. The 
species mix is similar to 
before, predominantly birch, 
rowan, juniper and Scots 
pine at the higher levels, and  
a diverse array of other 
native species, including oak, 
ash, elm, in mixtures at the 
lower levels, with willow 
and alder on the wetter 
ground.  Interspersed 
amongst this background of 
woodland species, we have 
also intermingled additional 
fruit and nut–bearing trees, 
including hawthorn, sloe, 
elder, holly and hazel, to 
provide food for a wide 
range of birds and other 
w i l d l i f e .  N a t u r a l 
regeneration of Scots pine is 
now very evident around the 
mature  plantation that 
ove r looks  the  road . 
Regeneration, especially    of 
aspen, willow and birch, is 

also becoming more evident 
below the bridle path that 
runs parallel with the Allt 
Mhor burn.  
 
So far so good! What now? 
Primarily, to protect our 
investment, we must protect 
the trees. To obtain the full 
grant we need a full 
complement of trees present 
in 10 years time. So we must 
keep out the browsers, and 
with the help of volunteers, 
weed and replace trees that 
die or get eaten, whether by 
deer, hares or field voles. 
Additionally, we will plant 
additional trees here and 
there up slopes and into 
gullys to give a natural look 
to the woodland edges. 
Looking ahead, we are very 
hopeful that the planted trees 
and those regenerated 
naturally will lead to a large 
increase in biodiversity, as 
well as sustainable removal 
of carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere! 
A dedicated squad of 
members to help with the 
follow up planting would be 
invaluable. Any Volunteers? 
 
Paul Jarvis 

R e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 
woodlands on the lower 
slopes of Dun Coillich and 
Dun Beag began in earnest in 
October 2004 when 70 
hectares were mounded on 
N-W slopes of Dun Coillich 
between the Allt Mor to the 
south and  the FC’s 
plantations to the North. 
After letting the mounds  
settle, these 70 hectares  
were planted in  late autumn 
05 and  spring 06 with a 
wide range of native species.  
Predominant in the lower 
wetter areas:   
willow, alder, aspen and 
downy birch.  
On the middle slopes:  
hazel, oak, aspen, elm, 
whitebeam, ash, rowan,  and 
birch.  
On the higher ground up to 
500m were Scots pine, 
juniper, silver birch and 
rowan.   Approximately 
126,000 trees were planted. 
Unfortunately, the very dry 
summer of 2006 did not help 
establishment and during the 
following winter we were 
filling gaps, largely with 
birch and pine, particularly at 
the higher elevations on the 
north-west slopes  of Dun 
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Introducing the HPCLT Trustees: 
 

At the 2007 AGM four stalwarts, one of whom had been a Trustees since the inaugural meeting in 2002, retired  - Lynette Borradaile, Marjorie 
Keddie, Hamish Nicolson and Innes Smith.  The trust has been extremely well served by them all.   
 

Two new Trustees were elected, namely Rob Coope and Ann Partridge.  Rob is a useful addition to the trustees and works for the Forestry 
Commission as Biodiversity Manager.  Ann Partridge was elected as the minutes secretary a role which she fulfils very ably.   
Further to these two elected members Robin Hull a former Trustee was co-opted onto the Board to deal with all matters relating to the 
Observation and education Facility. 
 
Other current trustees: 
  
Philip Campbell      Communications and Signage; former BBC broadcaster and journalist, secondary school teacher 
Tim Fison               Dun Coillich Management; former vet in East Africa, Chair of the Aberfeldy SWT Member Centre 
Julie Gardiner         WGS Management; forest surveyor, ecologist, botanist; involvement in conservation and people politics           
Paul Jarvis              WGS Management; former Prof. in Forestry, Edinburgh University; forests and climate change  
Andrew Pointer      Public Access; has a company providing walking holidays; involved in promoting core paths  
Clare Thomas         Archaeologist and Archivist; discovery, history and conservation of artefacts 
Bill Hoare               RSS Management; former submarine hunter and NATO planner; conservation, education and rural issues 
Margaret Jarvis       Treasurer; botanist, scientific editor, SWT National Council 
Gordon Evans         Finance & Membership; former Corporate Banker, City of London & Aberdeen; retired Regular & TA officer  
 
 
We are keen to attract more new trustees and if anyone feels they would like to stand more information can be obtained from any of 
the trustees. 
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