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Red and Roe deer are 
beautiful animals, a fact 
that the trustees of 
HPCLT can well appre-
ciate.  However, they 
are also voracious 
browsers of trees and 
the presence of large 
numbers of either spe-
cies can destroy at-
tempts to re-establish 
woodland. 
 
Roe deer are renowned 
for their ability to pene-
trate fencing so, given 
the length and varying 
age of the boundary 
fence, it was always an-
ticipated that they 
would be a continual 
problem for Dun Coil-
lich, particularly during 
the period of re-
establishing areas of na-
tive woodland.  It was, 
however, assumed that a 
reasonable check could 
be kept on their num-
bers by means of shoot-
ing.   
 
By contrast, the policy 
on red deer was to 
maintain the fences, 

which were in existence 
at the time of land pur-
chase in 2002, with oc-
casional stalking as nec-
essary. This was ini-
tially carried out by the 
team from Atholl Es-
tates.  The situation 
continued with a minor 
war of attrition against 
both species for several 
years.  However, we 
were warned against 
complacency in elo-
quent terms by Sir John 
Lister-Kay at the AGM 
in 2007.  He said that 30 
years of vigilance can 
be undone overnight 
when an event such as a 
heavy snowfall, with 
drifting against a fence, 
may result in a heavy 
invasion by deer. 
 
Two such events oc-
curred in the past year.  
In September 2008, 
some unknown person, 
deliberately or care-
lessly, left open an old 
gate on the Schiehallion 
march and some 18 red 
deer entered our ground.  
Luckily, Rob Coope 

was patrolling that side 
and noticed what had 
happened and even 
managed to drive a cou-
ple of the invaders out. 
A few days later, Paul 
Jarvis and Tim Fison 
patched up the gate with 
rylock and barbed wire 
and padlocks.  By now, 
the Atholl stalkers had 
withdrawn their services 
so we invited Harry 
McAdam and Ben Hen-
derson, experienced 
shots, to take over.  By 
the end of January 
2009, approximately 16 
red deer had been shot 
but tracks in snow and 
other signs, suggested 
that 2 or 3 remained. 
 
In early February, dur-
ing the operation of po-
sitioning heavy pipes 
along the route of the 
Kelneyburn Hydro pipe-
line by helicopter, one 
section was dislodged 
by the downdraft from 
the whirling blades and 
slipped down through 
our fence line on the 
south side of the Alt 
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eration was to keep the 
red deer in. This is the 
reason why some of the 
rylock used, particularly 
along the march with 
the Forestry Commis-
sion, is not designed to 
restrict the movement of 
roe. In addition, we the 
Trustees have found it 
difficult to keep on top 
of fence maintenance. 
Furthermore, with the 
removal of the goats, 
sheep and most of the 
red deer, the grazing 
(and browsing) potential 
on Dun Coillich has im-
proved, which is proba-
bly attracting the roe.   
 
With tens of thousands 
of native tree seedlings 
planted over the past 3 
years under Woodland 
Grant Schemes, and a 
further six thousand to 

Mhor. Some 20 metres 
of fence were damaged 
but the contractors 
quickly fixed up a ‘jury 
rig’ repair.  At an in-
spection the following 
morning, although there 
were plenty of signs of 
deer in the vicinity, 
there was no indication 
that any had crossed 
into HPCLT land. 
 
Aside from these spe-
cial occurrences, there 
seems to have been an 
increased level of incur-
sion by roe deer during 
the past year.  In recent 
months, it has been 
quite usual to see up to 
a dozen roe when walk-
ing on Dun Coillich.  
Why should this be so?   
It seems that when the 
land was used as a deer 
park, the only consid-

be put in before the end 
of April 2009, it be-
hoves us to take deer 
control more urgently 
than we have hitherto. 
There is plenty of evi-
dence that browsing 
damage to the young 
plants is occurring and 
the investment has to be 
protected.  Roe deer 
control has to be 
stepped up and this can 
be done both by im-
provements to fencing 
(such as placing rylock 
with suitable specifica-
tion along the northern 
line) and by increased 
culling. With regard to 
the latter, Rob Coope 
has agreed to take re-
sponsibility to see that 
this is done on a more 
regular basis. 
 
Tim Fison 

���������	
����
������
��
�����

 
 

Non-Native 
Trees? 

Perhaps you have 
some views  
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Tree planting on Dun 
Coillich has used stock as 
near to local as can be 
done.  Regeneration is of 
stock that is already there, 
or that which arrives via 
bird, wind, walker’s boot 
and so on, and which, 
from a purist point of 
view, would probably not 
have been there when Dun 
Coillich was part of the 
great Caledonian Forest.   
 
Since grazing has been 
reduced, some shrubs 
have appeared, especially 
in the area of bracken 
across the Glengoulandie 

burn opposite the carpark.  
Where did they come 
from?  Should we leave 
them there? I think the an-
swer must be yes. If they 
got there via a bird, it will 
happen again.  Whatever it 
is, whatever its source, it 
provides food and habitat 
for wildlife.   
 
How about a crab-apple 
tree? It looks older than I 
am!  It was clearly pro-
tected from grazing by its 
position on the bank of the 
Glengoulandie burn. It has 
a nice shape, its height 
and spread about 30ft.   It 

blooms most years, but is 
frequently frosted and sets 
little fruit. What it does set 
is small, hard, and very 
tart that rarely ripens.  
Should we leave it there? 
Again I think the answer 
must be yes.  It is a good-
looking tree and source of 
food for birds and, in view 
of its position, is also im-
portant in the aquatic food 
chain.  Should we replace 
it  before it succumbs to a 
winter storm? I don’t 
know. Should we give it 
company? Perhaps you 
have some views?  
                         

                          Bill Hoare 

Crab Tree in the Snow 
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It is good to note that 
this year we have had 
visits from Pitlochry 
High School and 
Kinloch Rannoch Pri-
mary as well as Ken-
more Primary School. 
On May 28th, 14 chil-
dren and two teachers 
from Kenmore PS spent 
from 0950 to 1300 hrs 
pond dipping and learn-
ing about invertebrate 
habitat and food chains. 
It was a dreadful day so 
the Observation & Edu-
cation Facility (OEF) 
came into its own, pro-
viding shelter for lunch 
and teaching.  Jeanie 
Grant ,  f rom the 
Perthshire Ranger Ser-
vice and Bill Hoare 
hosted the visit. 
 
Several trustees enjoyed 
assisting at a visit by 
some 22 pupils from 
Pitlochry High School 
on May 30th. They were 
accompanied by biology 
teacher, Richard Paul 
(wearing two hats!) and 
art teacher Janet 
Stephen. Five or six 
children were working 
towards their John Muir 
Trust Awards under the 
direction of Helen 
McDade, policy officer 
for the JMT, whose son, 
Zander, was the organ-
ising pupil.  Most of the 
others were notching up 
credits for the Eco-
Schools Initiative from 
the Scottish Executive.  
Good fun was had by all 
as they variously 
planted trees, painted 

the OEF, nailed up nest-
ing boxes, sowed wild 
flower seeds and 
cleaned up some old 
wire. It was rewarding 
having such active and 
enthusiastic youngsters! 
 
June 5th saw Kenmore 
children back again 
camping for the night at 
Glengoulandie Country 
Park. They took part in 
an orienteering exercise 
under Lorna McGregor 
and later Richard Paul 
and Tim Fison led them 
on a walk through the 
deer field and up to-
wards the pine wood. 
We mainly looked at 
flowers but kept our 
eyes open for anything 
else of interest too: we 
had a good view of a 
brown hare through a 
telescope and a pere-
grine obligingly flew 
over as we enjoyed sau-
sages in the camping 
area. 
 
Once again, we hosted a 
walk on DC as part of 
SWT’s Wildlife Week 
on June 9th and eight 
people took part. It was 
a fine day and everyone 
seemed to enjoy it.  We 
looked mainly at flow-
ers but also noted a pair 
of nesting hoodies in the 
pines along the Alt 
Mhor. 
 
Ann Partridge brought a 
walking group from the 
Perth area on June 12th 
and fifteen of us had 
quite a strenuous walk 

up to the summit of DC 
and then a circle round 
to the Bridle path and 
thence down to Glen-
goulandie CP for much 
appreciated refresh-
ments. Again we were 
blessed with perfect 
weather and everyone 
seemed to enjoy  the 
day: indeed they kindly 
made a donation to 
HPCLT, which will be 
used to buy reference 
books for the OEF. 
 
We had a return visit by 
17Aberfeldy Beaver 
Cub Scouts on June 
24th.  We did some tree 
planting in the car park 
area and pond dipping 
and finally lit a camp-
fire and ate some food 
around it. There was en-
thusiastic participation 
and various badges 
were awarded at the 
end. 
 
Our final group visit 
was from Kinloch Ran-
noch Primary School. 
Two teachers, Mairi 
Brown and Elspeth 
Paul, brought 14 chil-
dren over on October 
30th. Luckily it was a 
cold but very bright day 
and we were able to 
plant trees on mounds 
below the pine wood. 
Lynnette Borradaile 
kindly came to lead the 
visit and the children 
seemed to appreciate 
the chance to escape the 
classroom and do some-
thing active outdoors. 
                     Tim Fison 

 

Numerous 
Groups have 
Visited Dun 

Coillich in the 
Past Year �
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A Lift Across the Burn 
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Xenolith Near Carpark 
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of rock so that when 
things cooled down, the 
old rock appeared 
wrapped in granite, the 
n o w  s o l i d i f i e d 
magma… 
 
And so much more time 
passed. It was rolled 
around in water, and 
was then shifted to 
Glengoulandie by the 
glaciers that only re-
ceded from this area 
about 12,000 years ago. 
 
General Wade’s road 
building squads proba-
bly moved it next to 
clear their roadway in 
the 18th C. It may have 
been moved again when 
roads were rerouted, 
and covered in tar-
macdam in the 1800s & 
1900s. Who Knows?  
 
Lastly, Grieve Ground-
works moved it to its 
present site on the edge 

of the carpark during its 
construction at Dun 
Coillich in 2006.    
 
Of course, all this may 
be speculative with only 
the last move being cer-
tain. There are other 
possible explanations.  
 
Nevertheless, as the 
photo shows, it is a nice 
rock. Have a look at it 
when you are next at 
Dun Coillich carpark. 
 
An old rock, a bit 
cooked by the hot 
magma, now wrapped 
in granite and therefore 
called a xenolith, sitting 
there for all to see, 
keeping its history to 
itself (unless you are a 
geologist which I am 
not!)  
 
Bill Hoare 
 

It’s just a rock, isn’t 
it? 
A moving story? 
 
Well perhaps so, per-
haps not, so read on. 
 
This little story starts 
many millions of years 
ago. Some rock was 
formed, it may have 
been sedimentary, but 
not necessarily so, and 
was probably some-
where in what is now 
the northern hemi-
sphere. Over the next 
many million years, it 
was compressed, lifted 
up, shifted around, 
cooked a bit, and proba-
bly broken apart. So, it 
is a bit of old rock.  
 
At some later time, 
when this earth had a 
more volcanic stage, 
fluid hot rock(magma) 
was flowing around and 
some encircled the bit 
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Introducing the HPCLT Trustees: 
 

At the 2009 AGM Bill Hoare will be standing down as a Trustees due to poor health.  He has been a very valueable and active member and 
though he will retain some links with HPCLT and Dun Coillich his active commitment and work will be sorely missed. We all wish him a full 
and speedy recovery.  Robin Hull who was co-opted last year to continue work on the OEF will also retire. We wish him well. Andy Pointer 
and Philip Campbell also left last year due to pressures of work we wish them both well in their many ventures. 
 

 
 
Other current trustees: 
  
Rob Coope              Dun Coillich Management; also works for the Forestry Commission as Tayside Biodiversity Manager 
Tim Fison                Dun Coillich Management; former vet in East Africa, Chair of the Aberfeldy SWT Member Centre 
Julie Gardiner          WGS Management; forest surveyor, ecologist, botanist; involvement in conservation and people politics          
Paul Jarvis               WGS Management; Emeritus Professor of Forestry, Edinburgh University; forests and climate change  
Ann Partridge          Minutes Secretary;  Formerly rare books & special collections librarian in the US 
Richard Paul            Education & Publicity; School teacher in Pitlochry 
Clare Thomas          Archaeologist and Archivist; Archaeologist, discovery, history and conservation of artefacts 
Margaret Jarvis       Treasurer; botanist, scientific editor, formerly SWT National Council 
Gordon Evans         Finance & Membership; former Corporate Banker, City of London & Aberdeen; retired Regular & TA officer  
 
 
We are keen to attract more new trustees and if anyone feels they would like to stand more information can be obtained from any of 
the trustees. 
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