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In the forefront of our 
minds has been safe 
access for visitors to Dun 
Coillich.  Access onto 
Dun Coillich at present 
can be hazardous 
because the B846 is 
narrow, bendy and 
unsafe to park on.  As 
Beryl Coope recounts, 
we have liased with the 
Perth & Kinross Roads 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
commissioned a design 
study for a small car park 
and have now submitted 
our application for 
Planning Consent.   
 
We hope to have off-road 
parking later in the year 
and this will greatly 
facilitate access. We now 
have Public Liability 
Insurance, with the 
Norwich Union to cover 
the activities of Members 
and visitors. 
 
Bill Hoare has arranged a 
programme of guided 
walks for parties to 
familiarise Members 
with the land. Of course 
if you want to visit by 
yourself, you are free to 
do so, but we cannot 

accept responsibility for 
parking.  On the map 
overleaf Andy Pointer 
shows the location for 
the car park and 
preferred access points. 
 
The programme of sur-
veying the natural re-
sources of Dun Coillich 
has continued.  Over the 
summer Trustees and 
Members have been re-
cording seasonal changes 
in the wildlife on re-
peated visits, and botani-
cal excursions at differ-
ent times have shown up 
some interesting, uncom-
mon plants on the lime-
stone. A team led by 
Ruth Atkinson has estab-
lished 20 vegetation per-
manent sample areas for 
assessing long-term 
change of the vegetation, 
and permanent markers 
are being buried to en-
sure that the plots can be 
re-found in the future. 
 
After only one summer 
without sheep and deer, 
birch, willow and rowan 
woodland regeneration is 
evident coming through 
the heather in the vicinity 

of the Allt Mor, where 
there is a seed source for 
several species.  More 
widely, we have reas-
sessed potential areas for 
tree planting of native 
broadleaves and Caledo-
nian pine and held sev-
eral discussions with 
Forestry Commission 
staff in Perth about the 
Woodland Grant Scheme 
and the new Scottish 
Forestry Grant Scheme 
that will come into being 
later in the year.  We are 
keeping our options open 
on this and have been 
holding discussion meet-
ings with Members on 
this and other land man-
agement issues.  
 
Regular monthly articles 
by Robin Hull about Dun 
Coillich have appeared in 
Comment and a longer 
article in the Scots 
Magazine last August.  I 
gave a talk about Dun 
Coillich at the launch of 
the Tayside Local Biodi-
versity Action Plan at 
Battleby at the end of 
August, and with Andy 
Pointer prepared a colour 
printed poster (92 x 124 
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Website address: www.hpclt.org 



cm) for the event.  This 
poster has been displayed 
on several subsequent 
occasions and copies, re-
duced in size, are avail-
able.  Robin has been as-
siduously collecting his-
torical information about 
Dun Coillich and the sur-
rounding areas and 
would be glad to hear of 
any interesting  anec-
dotes.  
 
Keeping contact with 
Members is all-important 
to us.  The 10 Commu-
nity Councils have re-

ceived the Minutes of the 
Trustees’ meetings and 
Andy Pointer has put 
them, together with other 
information, onto our 
web site.  
 
To get your views, a 
small group led by Innes 
Smith and Robin Hull 
has held a programme of 
meetings for Members at 
different locations during 
the winter.  
 
The AGM will occur on 
29th March and details 
will be sent out shortly to 

all Members.  Andy 
Pointer has compiled a 
computerised database of 
Members and their ad-
dresses.  We hope this 
database is complete, but 
if you see this Newsletter 
and have not received 
one yourself, do please 
get in touch!  More de-
tails on some of the ac-
tivities I have summa-
rised here are provided 
on the following pages.   
  
Paul Jarvis 
 
 

Council Roads and Trans-
port Department had to be 
sought and their represen-
tative, Bruce McNaugh-
ton, visited the proposed 
area on two occasions to 
discuss the implementa-
tion of the statutory regu-
lations.  
 
The only site that is both 
safe and convenient is lo-
cated a few hundred me-
tres uphill from the wood 
yard at Glengoulandie 
Caravan Park. With the 
help of a generous grant 
from the Dunard Fund, 
professional surveying has 
been done and preparation 
of drawings has been 
completed.  Plans for a car 
park sufficient for twelve 
vehicles have been sub-
mitted to the planning au-
thority. 
 
Because of Safety Regula-
tions it will be necessary 

On 10th of May 2002 the 
padlocks were eventually 
removed from the gates in 
the deer fence around the 
newly purchased commu-
nity land at Dùn Coillich 
and access was, for the 
first time, open to every-
one. However, very soon 
it became obvious that an 
early priority must be the 
provision of safe, off-road, 
parking space. Expert ad-
vice was available notably 
from Charlie Ramsay, 
who had offered his help 
at the first General Meet-
ing of the HPCLT. It ap-
peared that our options 
were limited because 
much of the boundary be-
tween the B846 and the 
adjoining land at Dùn 
Coillich is either precipi-
tous or boggy. Also, be-
fore decisions could be 
made about a new vehicu-
lar access, the opinion of 
the Perth and Kinross 

to exclude the public from 
the actual car park site 
whilst the contractors are 
at work but there will con-
tinue to be access at the 
existing gate into this field 
which will enable walkers 
to go directly to the cross-
ing of the burn and onto 
the hill without entering 
the building site of the 
new car park. On comple-
tion of the construction 
work, there will then be 
plenty of opportunities for 
all members of the com-
munity to become practi-
cally involved in enhanc-
ing the attractiveness of 
the whole area around the 
car park by walling, plant-
ing or provision of seating 
and all sorts of other im-
provements. The most im-
portant thing is that every-
one should come to Dùn 
Coillich and enjoy them-
selves.   
Beryl Coope 

�����������	��
���

�����

������������������

���������	�
�������
��
�������	�������������	�������

	����	����������������
���	����

“The most 
important thing is 

that everyone 
should come to 

Dùn Coillich and 
enjoy 

themselves”.   
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An orchid, one of the many 
plants found on Dun Coillich. 
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